Report on activity and the developments on electronic communications market in 2008 made publicly available by ANRCETI

The National Regulatory Agency in Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI) focused its activity on the implementation of the new Law on Electronic Communications, on the development and adoption of regulatory acts targeted at facilitating market entry, ensuring optimal conditions for the activity of all „market players” and enhancing competition for the benefit of end-users, shows the ANRCETI Report on Activity and Developments of Electronic Communications Market in 2008.

The Report drawn up by the Agency is available on the Internet site: www.anrceti.md. The document has two parts: one represents an overview of the new acts issued by the Agency, of other important activities related to the regulation of the relationships between the electronic communications market participants, while the second – the evolution of the market in 2008. It contains a comparative analysis of the main indicators measuring the markets of fixed and mobile telephony, Internet access, audiovisual programs broadcasting and re-transmission, the commentaries and prognoses made by the Agency with respect to the development of this market.

According to the Report, one of the main regulatory acts, adopted and implemented by the Agency in 2008 was the Regulations on general authorization regime and license issuance for the use of scarce resources in the provision of public electronic communications networks and services. The implementation of the general authorization regime simplified market entry and reduced the entry costs to the minimum. Previously licenses per type of activity were issued by the Agency for a fee established by law and had 5-year validity term, whereas the general authorization is time-unlimited.

The authors of the Report consider an accomplishment the fact that the Agency approved the Regulations on Identification and Analysis of Relevant Markets and Designation of Providers of Electronic Communications Networks and/or Services with Significant Market Power. Applying the new regulatory tool will enable the Agency to promote competition, to stimulate the activity of alternative providers and the market entry of new ones, a process leading to intensification of competition on retail markets, to new more attractive offers being launched for end-users, including at more affordable prices.

With respect to the objectives set for 2009, the Report highlights the priorities set by the Agency for its activity, such as creation of optimal conditions for the extension and more efficient operation of broadband Internet access market. The list of priorities for the Agency also contains establishing quality indicators for electronic communications services, actions directed at the implementation of telephone number portability, development and adoption of the Universal Service Regulations, Regulations on Assignment of Radio Frequencies and Channels for Non-Governmental use.

According to the Law on Electronic Communications, the agency must annually publish, before April 30, 2008, a Report on its activity and the development of the electronic communications market in the previous year. The Agency has been issuing and publishing such Reports since 2003. 
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